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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

support research on Belarus within the country and abroad

assist the newly built pro-democratic structures through capacity 
building and networking

support non-state and social media

respect the decentralized nature of the new protest movement

stimulate cooperation between civil society and businesses

promote a positive agenda of democratic transformation  
in the Belarusian society

9MJ�5TQNH^�'WNJK�WJQNJX�TS�YMJܪ�SINSLX�TK�YMJ�XTHNTQTLNHFQ�XZW[J^X�HTSIZHYJI�
G^�'JQFWZXNFS�FSI�NSYJWSFYNTSFQ�TWLFSN_FYNTSX�

9MJ�5TQNH^�'WNJK�FSFQ^_JX�QTSL�YJWR�YWJSIX�FSI�XMTWY�YJWR�YWNLLJWX�KTW�YMJ�XT�
HNT�UTQNYNHFQ�RTGNQN_FYNTS�NS�'JQFWZX�NS������������IJXHWNGJX�YMJ�XTHNFQ�UWTܪQJ�
TK�YMJ�SJ\�UWTYJXY�RT[JRJSY��FSI�HMFWFHYJWN_JX�YMJ�HZWWJSY�UWTYJXY�YWJSIX�

Based on the sociological !ndings, the international community is advised to:

Sociology of protests in Belarus and international assistance
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Long-Term Mobilization Factors

SOCIOLOGICAL DATA

9MJ�UTQNYNHFQ�HWNXNX�TK�������XTHNT�UTQNYNHFQ�RTGNQN_FYNTS�UWTHJXXJX�FSI�RFXX�
UWTYJXYX��\MNHM�XYFWYJI�FKYJW���&ZLZXY�������XYNQQ�RFNSYFNS�YMJNW�WJ[TQZYNTSFW^�
RTYN[FYNTS�YT\FWIX�F�WFINHFQ�HMFSLJ�NS�YMJ�UT\JW�FSI�LT[JWSFSHJ�X^XYJR�
NS�'JQFWZX��9MJ�UWNSHNUFQ�QTSL�YJWR�KFHYTW�TK�YMJ�'JQFWZXNFS�WJ[TQZYNTS�NX�YMJ�
IJX^SHMWTSN_FYNTS��TW�WFYMJW�RNXFQNLSRJSY��TK�IJ[JQTURJSY�FLJSIFX�TK�YMJ�
'JQFWZXNFS�XTHNJY^�FSI�YMJ�UTQNYNHFQ�WJLNRJ��FX�\JQQ�FX�YMJ accumulated demand 
for socio-political transformations,�\MNHM�MFX�GJJS�LWT\NSL�FY�QJFXY�T[JW�YMJ�
UFXY�IJHFIJ�FKYJW�YMJ�UWJXNIJSYNFQ�JQJHYNTSX�TK������

8NSHJ������ZSYNQ�������YMJ�XMFWJ�TK�'JQFWZXNFSX�XYFSINSL�KTW�ѦPJJUNSL�YMJ�
J]NXYNSL�XYFYZX�VZTѧ�
N�J��ѦXYFGNQNY �̂ѧ�YMJ�RFNS�GZ__�\TWI�TK�YMJ�'JQFWZXNFS�
FZYMTWNYFWNFSNXR��MFI�XMWZSP�Y\TKTQI��\MNQJ�YMJ�XMFWJ�TK�YMTXJ�XUJFPNSL�KTW�
HMFSLJ�MFI�LWT\S�YT������
�
�����LZWJܪ

+NLZWJ�� What is more important to you now: To keep the existing status quo in the 
country or to change it?1

KTW�XYFYZX�VZT KTW�HMFSLJ
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��&WY^TR�8MWFNGRFS��Ѩɷʌ਱�ʃ਴ʉਮʖʌ�ʀਯʈ਱ਲ਴ਲ਼ʓ$�ɮਯʈ਱ਲ਴ਲ਼ʓ�ʊਯ�ʁਯਲʗʌ��ʏʌ਱�ʉ਱ʂ਴ʌ�ʋ਱ʁʈʆʗʌʔ�ʊਮ�ʂ਱ਲ਼਴ʃਮਲਲ਼ʌʁ਱Ѧ�@<MFY�IT�'JQFWZXNFSX�9MNSP$�'JQFWZXNFSX�IT�STY�
'JQNJ[J�9MJ^�(FS�&KKJHY�YMJ�8YFYJB�����/FSZFW �̂�������!MYYUX���YMNSPYFSPX�G^�UWTOJHY������������GJQTWZX^�SJ�[JW^FY�HMYT�RTLZY�UT[QN^FY�SF�LTXZIFWXY[T�N�
[XJ�RJSXMJ�UTQFLF^ZYX^F�SF�SJLT�MYRQ#�
FHHJXXJI����/ZSJ��������

'^�������XTHNTQTLNXYX�MF[J�STYJI�F�XNLSNܪHFSY�WJIZHYNTS�NS�YMJ�UFYJWSFQNXYNH�
XJSYNRJSYX��9MJ�XZW[J^X�TK�����������IJRTSXYWFYJ�YMFY�YMJ�J[JW�LWT\NSL�
XMFWJ�TK�'JQFWZXNFS�HNYN_JSX�FWJ�ST\�WJQ^NSL�RTWJ�TS�YMJRXJQ[JX�FSI�QJXX�TS�
YMJ�XYFYJ�FX�WJLFWIX�YMJNW�T\S�MJFQYM��UWTXUJWNY �̂�FSI�JIZHFYNTS�
�����LZWJܪ ��

:SIJW�YMJ�NSܫZJSHJ�TK�LQTGFQ�YJHMSTQTLNHFQ�IJ[JQTURJSY�UWTHJXXJX��LWT\NSL�
RTGNQNY^�FSI�FHHJXXNGNQNY^�TK�NSKTWRFYNTS��YMJ�'JQFWZXNFS�XTHNJY^�MFX�XYFWYJI�
YT�NSYWTIZHJ�SJ\�XYFSIFWIX�FSI�VZFQNY^�TK�QNKJ��UWTRTYJ�NSST[FYNTSFQ�JHTSTR �̂�
IJ[JQTU�UWN[FYJ�GZXNSJXXJX��JXYFGQNXM�SJ\�XTHNFQ�LWTZUX�
J�L��.9�XUJHNFQNXYX��
HWJFYN[J�GZXNSJXX�UJTUQJ��IJXNLSJWX��RZQYNRJINF�JSLNSJJWX���IWFXYNHFQQ^�J]UFSI�
YMJ�SZRGJWX�FSI�RTINK^�YMJ�UWTܪQJ�TK�XJQK�JRUQT^JI�JSYWJUWJSJZWX�

+NLZWJ�� The State vs. The Citizen: Who is more instrumental in shaping up different 
aspects of life?2
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&Yܪ�WXY�YMJ�XYFYJ�LT[JWSFSHJ�X^XYJR�INI�STY�KFHNQNYFYJ�FSI�YMJS�NSHWJFXNSLQ^�NR�
UJIJI�YMJ�IJ[JQTURJSY�TK�FS^�UWN[FYJ�NSNYNFYN[J��9MJ�'JQFWZXNFS�XTHNJY^�LWFIZFQ�
Q^�XYFWYJI�YT�LJSJWFYJ�IJRFSI�KTW�HMFSLJX��\MNHM�JNYMJW�HTZQI�STY�GJ�FIJVZFYJ�



Sociology of protests in Belarus and international assistance

Policy Brief | June 2021 5

3�Ѧਨʀʁਮʈʔʊ਱ਯ�ʋਮʃਯʊʆਯ��ʏʆਲ਼ʈ਱�ਲ਼ʌ਱ਲ਱ʊʊʆʇ਱ʁ�ਲ਼਱ʖʅਮ�ਲ਼�ਪ਱ਲ਼ਲ਼ʆਯਰ�ਲ਼ʊʆʅʆʈ਱ਲ਼ʔ�ʊਮ�ʌਲਯʌʔѦ�@&�)WFRFYNH�)WTU��9MJ�3ZRGJW�TK�8ZUUTWYJWX�TK�:SNKNHFYNTS�\NYM�7ZXXNF�-FX�
8MWZSP�G^�4SJ�9MNWIB����+JGWZFW �̂�������!MYYUX���GJQXFY�JZ�WZ�SJ\X�TG[FQSTJ�UFIJSNJ�HMNXQT�XYTWTSSNPT[�XT^Z_F�X�WTXXNJO�XSN_NQTX�SF�YWJY�#�
FHHJXXJI����/ZSJ��������
4�4PXFSF�8MJQJXY��Ѧɮਯʈਮਲ਴ਲ਼ਲ਼ʇ਱ਯ�਱ʀʑਯਲ਼ʌʁ਱�ʁ�ਲ਼ʆʌ਴ਮʎʆʆ�ʕʋʆʃਯʉʆʆ�(4;.)�����ਲਯਮʇʎʆʗ�ʊਮ�ʇਲʆʅʆਲ਼ѧ�@'JQFWZXNFS�8THNJY^�NS�YMJ�2NIXY�TK�YMJ�(4;.)����
5FSIJRNH��7JFHYNTS�TS�YMJ�(WNXNXB�����4HYTGJW��������!MYYUX���HJY�JZWTGJQFWZX�NSKT�WZ�QNGWFW^�UZGQNHFYNTS������������GJQFWZXXPTJ�TGXHMJXY[T�[�XNYZFYXNN�
JUNIJRNN�HT[NI����WJFPYXN^F�MYRQ#�
FHHJXXJI����/ZSJ��������
��&SIWJN�*LTWT[��4PXFSF�8MJQJXY��Ѧɮਯʈਮਲ਴ਲ਼ʔ�ʁ�ਲ਼ʆʌ਴ਮʎʆʆ�ʕʋʆʃਯʉʆʆ�(4;.)�����ਵਮਲਮʇʌਯਲ�ਲਯਮʇʎʆʆ�ʊਮ�ʋਲ਱ʀʈਯʉ਴�ʂ਱ਲ਼਴ʃਮਲਲ਼ʌʁਮ�ʆ�਱ʀʑਯਲ਼ʌʁਮѧ�@'JQFWZX�NS�
YMJ�2NIXY�TK�YMJ�(4;.)����5FSIJRNH��)NKKJWJSY�7JXUTSXJX�G^�YMJ�8YFYJ�FSI�YMJ�8THNJY^B�����)JHJRGJW��������!MYYUX���HJY�JZWTGJQFWZX�NSKT�WZ�QNGWFW^�
UZGQNHFYNTS������������GJQFWZX�[�XNYZFYXNN�JUNIJRNN�HT[NI����MFWFPYJW�WJFPYXNN�SF�MYRQ#�
FHHJXXJI����/ZSJ���������

Principal Mobilization Triggers

9MJ�STSYWFSXUFWJSY�SJLTYNFYNTSX�TS�XNLSNSL�YMJ�R^XYJWNTZX�ѦWTFIRFUXѧ�
\NYM�7ZXXNF��\MNHM�HTZQI�FQQJLJIQ^�QJFI�YT�YMJ�QTXX�TK�F�XNLSNܪHFSY�UFWY�TK�YMJ�
'JQFWZXNFS�XT[JWJNLSY �̂�LF[J�WNXJ�NS������YT�LWT\NSL�YJSXNTSX�FRTSLXY�XZHM�
NRUTWYFSY�XTHNFQ�LWTZUX�FX�UWN[FYJ�GZXNSJXXJX�FSI�NSST[FYN[J�XJHYTWX�TK�
JHTSTR^�YMFY�\JWJ�JRZQFYNSL�YMJ�\JXYJWS�\TWQI�FSI�NYX�XYFSIFWIX��8THNTQTLNHFQ�
XZW[J^X�XMT\JI�F�XNLSNܪHFSY�XQZRU�NS�UWT�7ZXXNFS�XJSYNRJSYX��&HHTWINSL�YT�YMJ�
UTQQX��NS�YMJ�HTZWXJ�TK������YMJ�XMFWJ�TK�UJTUQJ�WJFI^�YT�XZUUTWY�F�ZSNTS�\NYM�
7ZXXNF�
NK�LN[JS�F�MFWI�HMTNHJ��JNYMJW�ZSNܪHFYNTS�\NYM�7ZXXNF�TW�FHHJXXNTS�YT�YMJ�
*:��MFX�IWTUUJI�KWTR�����
�YT�����
3��&S^\F^�YMJXJ�YWJSIX�QJI�YT�ST�RFXX�
UWTYJXYX���

Nontransparent negotiations about deeper integration with Russia in 2019 

Belarusian authorities and society responding differently to the COVID-19 pandemic

9MJ�FIRNSNXYWFYN[J�X^XYJR��JXUJHNFQQ^�FY�NYX�YTU�QJ[JQX��MFX�IJRTSXYWFYJI�FS�
NSFIJVZFYJ�WJFHYNTS�YT�YMJ�XUWJFI�TK�YMJ�(4;.)����UFSIJRNH�NS�YMJ�HTZSYW^��
FZYMTWNYNJXѣ�HTZSYJWFHYNTSX�\JWJ�QFHPNSL�HTTWINSFYNTS��\JWJ�UTTWQ^�YNRJI��STY�
WJQ^NSL�TS�FS^�KJJIGFHP�KWTR�YMJ�HNYN_JSW �̂�9MNX�MFX�HFZXJI�F�SJLFYN[J�XTHNFQ�
GFHPQFXM��&HHTWINSL�YT�YMJ�XZW[J^�HTSIZHYJI�NS�/ZQ^�������Y\T�YMNWIX�TK�WJXUTS�
IJSYX�FXXJXXJI�YMJ�WJFHYNTS�TK�'JQFWZXNFS�FZYMTWNYNJX�YT�YMJ�(4;.)����TZYGWJFP�
FX�ѦNSFIJVZFYJ�ѧ�8ZHM�SJLFYN[J�FXXJXXRJSYX�FHHTRUFSNJI�YMJ�IJYJWNTWFYNSL�
YWZXY�NS�XTRJ�LT[JWSRJSY�XYWZHYZWJX�FSI�XYFYJ�WZS�RFXX�RJINF4��

4S�YMJ�TYMJW�MFSI��YMJ�FQQ�TZY�UTUZQFW�RTGNQN_FYNTS�IZWNSL�YMJܪ�WXY�\F[J�TK�YMJ�
(4;.)����UFSIJRNH�XYFWYJI�F�VZFQNYFYN[J�HMFSLJ�TK�YMJ�'JQFWZXNFS�HN[NQ�XTHNJY �̂�
FSI�YMJ�UTQNYNHFQ�RTGNQN_FYNTS�KTQQT\JI�NS�NYX�\FPJ��.S�RFS^�\F^X��YMJ�XMFUJX�
FSI�KTWRX�TK�YMJ�JSXZNSL�UTQNYNHFQ�RTGNQN_FYNTS��YJHMSTQTLNJX�TK�XJQK�TWLFSN_F�
YNTS��XHFQJ�ZU�TK�FHYN[NYNJX��JYH���\JWJ�XNRUQ^�\FQPNSL�NS�YMJ�XYJUX�TK�YMJ�UTUZQFW�
RT[JRJSY��\MNHM�MFI�KTZLMY�FLFNSXY�YMJ�XUWJFI�TK�YMJ�(4;.)����UFSIJRNH��

Q^�JRGWFHJI�G^�YMJ�XYFYJ�LT[JWSFSHJ�X^XYJR�GJHFZXJ�TK�YMJ�QFHPNSL�KJJIGFHP�
RJHMFSNXR��TW�HTZQI�STY�GJ�XFYNXܪJI�IZJ�YT�YMJ�SFYZWJ�TK�YMJ�UTQNYNHFQ�WJLNRJ�
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�  1JXNF�7ZISNP��Ѧਫਮʎʓʗʈ਱ʂਹʗ�ʀਯʈਮਲ਴ਲ਼ʇਮʂਮ�ʋਲਮʌʕਲ਼ʌ਴��ʏਮʉ਴�ਹ�ʃʅਯʈʗ�ʏਮʂ਱�ʀਯʈਮਲ਴ਲ਼ʓ�ʁʓਵ਱ʃʅʗʎʔ�ʊਮ�ʁ਴ʈਹʎʓ$ѧ�@8THNTQTL^�TK�YMJ�'JQFWZXNFS�5WTYJXY��<M^�)T�
'JQFWZXNFSX�9FPJ�YT�YMJ�8YWJJYX$B�����8JUYJRGJW��������!MYYUX���SJ\GJQFWZX�[NXNTS�TSZPM�XZRRFW^�#�
FHHJXXJI����/ZSJ��������
��4PXFSF�8MJQJXY��Ѧਣ਱ʈ਱ਲ਼�਴ʈʆʎʓѧ��ਲ਼਱ʎʆ਱ʈ਱ʂʆʏਯਲ਼ʇʆਯ�ʊਮʀʈʖʃਯʊʆʗѦ�@Ѧ;TNHJX�TK�YMJ�8YWJJYXѧ��8THNTQTLNHFQ�4GXJW[FYNTSXB�����&ZLZXY��������!MYYU���KQ^�ZSN�TWL�
UWFXYTWF�LTQTX�ZQNH^�XTHNTQTLNHMJXPNJ�SFGQOZIJSNOF�#�
FHHJXXJI����/ZSJ��������
8�;QFINRNW�2FYXPJ[NHM��Ѧਣʈ਱ʀਮʈʔʊ਱ਯ�ʋ਱ʌਯʋʈਯʊʆਯ�ʋ਱ਲ਼ʈਯ�ਵ਱ʈ਱ʃʊ਱ਰ�ʁ਱ਰʊʓѧ�@,QTGFQ�<FWRNSL�&KYJW�YMJ�(TQI�<FWB�����3T[JRGJW��������!MYYUX���KQ^�ZSN�TWL�XYFYN�
LQTGFQSTJ�UTYJUQJSNJ�UTXQJ�MTQTISTO�[TOS^�#�
FHHJXXJI����/ZSJ��������
��4PXFSF�8MJQJXY��Ѩ7J[TQZYNTS�NS�'JQFWZX�ў࣢+FPYTWJS࣢ZSI�<JWYJTWNJSYNJWZSLJSѦ�@7J[TQZYNTS�NS�'JQFWZX�ў࣢+FHYTWX�FSI�;FQZJ�4WNJSYFYNTSXB��'JQFWZX�&SFQ^XJS�����
)JHJRGJW��������!MYYUX���\\\�QFJSIJW�FSFQ^XJS�IJ�GJQFWZX�FSFQ^XJS����WJ[TQZYNTS�NS�GJQFWZX�KFPYTWJS�ZSI�\JWYJTWNJSYNJWZSLJS�#�
FHHJXXJI����/ZSJ��������

9MJ�QJ[JQ�TK�UTQNHJ�GWZYFQNY �̂�ZSUWJHJIJSYJI�KTW�YMJ�RTIJWS�MNXYTW^�TK�
'JQFWZX��MFX�QJI�YT�FS�J]UQTXNTS�TK�RFXX�UWTYJXYX��9MJ�TSQNSJ�TUNSNTS�UTQQ�NS�
8JUYJRGJW������XMT\JI�YMFY���
�TK�WJXUTSIJSYX�RJSYNTSJI�UTQNHJ�GWZYFQNY^�
FSI�WJUWJXXNTSX�FX�TSJ�TK�YMJ�IWN[JWX�RTYN[FYNSL�YMJR�YT�YFPJ�UFWY�NS�XYWJJY�
FHYNTSX���&Y�YMJ�XFRJ�YNRJ��FHHTWINSL�YT�YMJ�NSYJW[NJ\X��KTW�F�QFWLJ�UFWY�TK�
UWTYJXYJWX�NY�\FX�TSQ^�TSJ�TK�YMJ�HTSYWNGZYNSL�KFHYTWX��+WTR�YMJ�[JW^�GJLNSSNSL��
YMJ�RFNS�IJRFSIX�TK�UWTYJXYJWX��FXNIJ�KWTR�UZYYNSL�F�XYTU�YT�[NTQJSHJ��\JWJ�
SJ\�JQJHYNTSX�FSI�F�UTQNYNHFQ�WJKTWR���

Police brutalities during the postelection crackdown on 9-12 August 2020

Social Pro!le of the Protest Movement

.Y�MFX�GJHTRJ�J[NIJSY�YMFY�YMJ�UWTYJXY�RT[JRJSY�NSHQZIJX�representatives of all 
generations, different sectors of economy, different professional communities 
and social strata��9MJ������JQJHYNTS�HFRUFNLS�MFX�QJI�YT�F�ZSNVZJ�RJWLNSL�TK�ѦYMJ�
YMWJJ�\TWQIX�ѧ8�Ѧ9MJܪ�WXY�\TWQIѧ�NX�WJUWJXJSYJI�G^�T\SJWX�TK�NSST[FYN[J�YJHMSTQT�
LNJX�\MT�YJSI�YT�NIJSYNK^�YMJRXJQ[JX�NS�F�WFYMJW�LQTGFQ�HTSYJ]Y�
WFWJQ^�YFPNSL�UFWY�
NS�FS^�NSYJWSFQ�UTQNYNHFQ�UWTHJXXJX� �ѦYMJ�XJHTSI�\TWQIѧ�FWJ�YMJ�UJTUQJ�\NYM�F�SF�
YNTSFQ�XHTUJ�TK�XJQK�IJYJWRNSFYNTS �FSI�ѦYMJ�YMNWI�\TWQIѧ�NSIN[NIZFQX�KTHZXNSL�RTWJ�
TS�YMJNW�QTHFQ�FSI�UWN[FYJ�NSYJWJXYX��7JUWJXJSYFYN[JX�TK�JFHM�TSJ�TK�YMTXJ�Ѧ\TWQIXѧ�
MFI�YMJNW�WJFXTSX�YT�XMT\�INXHTSYJSY�\NYM�YMJ�'JQFWZXNFS�WJLNRJ��GZY�TSQ^�F�
ZSNVZJ�HTSOZSHYNTS�TK�HNWHZRXYFSHJX�HTZQI�GWNSL�FQQ�YMWJJ�TK�YMJR�YTLJYMJW���

9MNX�FQQNFSHJ�QJSY�YMJ�'JQFWZXNFS�WJ[TQZYNTS�XZHM�HMFWFHYJWNXYNHX�FX�YJHMST�
QTLNHFQ�XTUMNXYNHFYNTS�FSI�XZUWJRJ�XTQNIFWNY �̂�\MJWJFX�YMJ�XMFWJI�IJRFSIX�
WJRFNSJI�YMJ�XFRJ��IJRTHWFYNH�HMFSLJX�FSI�WJXYTWFYNTS�TK�QF\�FSI�OZXYNHJ�

WJQJFXJ�TK�UTQNYNHFQ�UWNXTSJWX��UWTXJHZYNTS�TK�UJTUQJ�WJXUTSXNGQJ�KTW�UTQNHJ�GWZ�
YFQNY^�FSI�WJUWJXXNTSX���2TWJT[JW�YMJ�UWTYJXY�RT[JRJSY�MFX�SJ[JW�MFI�STW�ITJX�
NY�MF[J�ST\�FS^�LJTUTQNYNHFQ�INRJSXNTS��TW�FS^�FWYNHZQFYJI�ѦUTXNYN[J�FLJSIF�ѧ�
\MNHM�\TZQI�HQJFWQ^�IJXHWNGJ�KZYZWJ�WJKTWRX��*[JS�ST\�YMJ�Belarusian revolu-
tion remains purely democratic with its main demand to reclaim the freedom 
to determine the future�
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Current Situation

&X�TK�2F^�/ZSJ�������'JQFWZX�WJRFNSX�under the opposing forces of pressure��
4S�YMJ�TSJ�MFSI��YMJ�1ZPFXMJSPT�WJLNRJ��\MNHM�MFI�NSNYNFQQ^�TUYJI�KTW�F�
XYWFYJL^�TK�GWZYFQ�HWFHPIT\S�FLFNSXY�FS^�UWTYJXY�XJSYNRJSYX��HTSYNSZJX�YT�
FHY�\NYMNS�NYX�KWFRJ\TWP��9MJ�QJ[JQ�TK�UTQNYNHFQ�WJUWJXXNTSX�WJRFNSX�YT�GJ�MNLM��
&XNIJ�KWTR�YMJ�XZUUWJXXNTS�TK�XYWJJY�UWTYJXYX��YMJ�FZYMTWNYNJX�WTZYNSJQ^�Ѧ\JJI�
TZYѧ�FSI�QF^�TKK�INXQT^FQ�JRUQT^JJX�TK�XYFYJ�WZS�HTRUFSNJX�FSI�TWLFSN_FYNTSX��
FSI�HTSYNSZJ�YT�UZY�UWJXXZWJ�TS�XYWNPJ�HTRRNYYJJX��NSIJUJSIJSY�YWFIJ�ZSNTSX��
NSIJUJSIJSY�RJINF��3,4X��UTQNYNHFQ�UFWYNJX��FSI�UWN[FYJ�GZXNSJXXJX��'^����/ZSJ�
������'JQFWZX�MFI�520 political prisoners FSI�T[JW 3,000 politically motivated 
criminal cases��9MJ�'JQFWZXNFS�WJLNRJ�NX�ST\�LWFIZFQQ^�RT[NSL�F\F^�KWTR�
NSIN[NIZFQN_JI�WJUWJXXNTSX�YT\FWIX�reprisals against infrastructural elements 
of the civil society��YMJWJ�FWJ�UQFSX�YT�XYFWY�F�WJWJLNXYWFYNTS�H^HQJ�KTW�3,4X��
ZWGFS�WJHWJFYNTSFQ�_TSJX�FWJ�GJNSL�XMZY�IT\S��WJXJFWHM�HJSYJWX�FSI�YMNSP�YFSPX�
XZKKJW�KWTR�YMJ�J[JW�RTZSYNSL�UWJXXZWJ�

4S�YMJ�TYMJW�MFSI��YMJ�UWTYJXYNSL�UFWY�TK�YMJ�'JQFWZXNFS�XTHNJY^�HTSYNSZJX�YT�
KTQQT\�YMJ�QTLNH�TK�QFWLJQ^�nonviolent resistance��&HHTWINSL�YT�YMJ�XTHNTQTLNHFQ�
IFYF��FQYMTZLM�YMJ�XMFWJ�TK�UWTYJXYJWX�FI[THFYNSL�YMJ�ZXJ�TK�KTWHJ�FSI�[NTQJSHJ�
MFX�XTRJ\MFY�LWT\S�WJHJSYQ �̂�NY�XYNQQ�NX�FS�FGXTQZYJ�RNSTWNY^�
����LZWJܪ

+NLZWJ�� How, in your opinion, should the street protest proceed? (dynamics)10

��  3FWTIS^�4UWTX�
3FYNTSFQ�5TQQ���)^SFRNHX�TK�5WTYJXYX��!MYYUX���SFWTIS^�TUWTX�SJY��RTSNYTWNSL#�
FHHJXXJI����/ZSJ��������
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����&UWNQ�
����4SQ^�UJFHJKZQQ^

5JFHJKZQQ �̂�GZY�UWTYJXYJWX�
RZXY�FHYN[JQ^�WJXNXY�FWWJXYX

5WTYJXYJWX�XMTZQI�ZXJ�
KTWHJ�FSI�[NTQJSHJ
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9MJ�UWTYJXY�RT[JRJSY�NS�'JQFWZX�NX�MNLMQ^�decentralized and self-organized��
2JYMTIX�FSI�KTWRX�TK�STS[NTQJSY�WJXNXYFSHJ�FWJ�[JWXFYNQJ��XYWJJY�FHYNTSX��
MTNXYNSL�TKܫ�FLX��LWFܬYN��XYNHPJWX��RZWFQX��NSYJWSFYNTSFQ�XTQNIFWNY^�HFRUFNLSX��
INXXJRNSFYNTS�TK�NSKTWRFYNTS��JHTSTRNH�UWJXXZWJ�
STSUF^RJSY�TK�ZYNQNY^�GNQQX��
HTRUQJYJ�\NYMIWF\FQ�TK�UJWXTSFQ�GFSP�IJUTXNYX��GT^HTYYNSL�XTRJ�HTRUFSNJXѣ�
UWTIZHYX��JYH����HTSXHNJSYNTZX�WJXNLSFYNTS�KWTR�XYFYJ�T\SJI�HTRUFSNJX�FSI�
TWLFSN_FYNTSX��XTQNIFWNY^�FHYNTSX��QJYYJWX�FSI�HFWJ�UFHPFLJX�RFNQJI�YT�UTQNYNHFQ�
UWNXTSJWX��RTSJ^�YWFSXKJWX�YT�[NHYNRX�TK�YMJ�WJUWNXFQX�FSI�YMJNW�KFRNQ^�RJRGJWX�

9MNX�WJXNXYFSHJ�GJHTRJX�F�GFHPIWTU�KTW�YMJ�HTSYNSZTZXQ^�developing politi-
cal and civic culture of the society��<J�XJJ�KTW�J]FRUQJ�MT\�YMJ�QTHFQ�ѦZWGFS�
SJNLMGTWMTTIѧ�HTRRZSNYNJX�GTWS�NS������HTSYNSZJ�YT�J[TQ[J��FQYMTZLM�ZSIJW�
YMJ�GWZSY�TK�WJUWJXXNTSX�YMNX�UWTHJXX�ST\�NX�QJXX�UWTSTZSHJI�

8NRZQYFSJTZXQ �̂�YMJ�UWTYJXYNSL�UFWY�TK�'JQFWZXNFS�XTHNJY^�XYFWYX�XMT\NSL�F�
stronger demand for political leadership�
����LZWJܪ ��>JY�YMJWJ�NX�XYNQQ�ST�TSJ�
\MT�\TZQI�FIJVZFYJQ^�RJJY�YMJ�HWNYJWNF��9MJWJ�\JWJ�XJ[JWFQ�FYYJRUYX�YT�UQF^�
XZHM�F�WTQJ�NS�INKKJWJSY�XMFUJX�FSI�KTWRX�
��HJ�TK�8[NFYQFSF�9XNPMFSTZXPF^Fܬ4
\MT�NX�XYNQQ�[NJ\JI�G^�F�XNLSNܪHFSY�UFWY�TK�UWTYJXYNSL�HTRRZSNY^�FX�YMJ�SFYNTSFQ�
QJFIJW �(TTWINSFYNTS�(TZSHNQ��3FYNTSFQ�&SYN�(WNXNX�2FSFLJRJSY��80-4)�.SNYNFYN[J��
TWLFSN_NSL�HTRRNYYJJ�TK�;NPYFW�'FGFW^PFѣX�UFWY^�;2*89*��JYH����GZY�STSJ�TK�YMJXJ�
UWTYTFHYTWX�HFS�TKKJW�F�OTNSY�XYWFYJL^�HFUFGQJ�TK�HMFSLNSL�YMJ�XYFQJRFYJ�XNYZFYNTS��
STW�IT�YMJ^�MF[J�XZܬHNJSY�WJXTZWHJX�YT�TWLFSN_J�JKKJHYN[J�FHYNTSX�\NYMNS�YMJ�
HTZSYW �̂�:SIJW�XZHM�HNWHZRXYFSHJX��IJXUNYJ�YMJ�XYNQQ�J]NXYNSL�UWTYJXY�UTYJSYNFQ��YMJ�
SJ\�XUNWFQ�TK�XTHNT�UTQNYNHFQ�RTGNQN_FYNTS�NS�'JQFWZX�WJRFNSX�YT�GJ�ZSUWJINHYFGQJ�

+NLZWJ�� What do you hope for most of all in resolving the current political situation in 
Belarus? (dynamics)11
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��  3FWTIS^�4UWTX�
3FYNTSFQ�5TQQ���)^SFRNHX�TK�5WTYJXYX��!MYYUX���SFWTIS^�TUWTX�SJY��RTSNYTWNSL#�
FHHJXXJI����/ZSJ��������
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Lack of Data: Support Research on Belarus

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY

5TQNYNHFQ�J[JSYX�NS�'JQFWZX�NS������FSI������WJ[JFQJI�F�XNLSNܪHFSY�QFHP�TK�
NS�IJUYM�XYZINJX�TS�'JQFWZXNFS�XTHNJY^�FSI�UTQNYNHX��9MNX�NX�UFWYQ^�IZJ�YT�YMJ�
LT[JWSRJSYѣX�WJXYWNHYNTSX�TS�XTHNTQTLNHFQ�FSI�TYMJW�Y^UJX�TK�WJXJFWHM�NS�'JQFWZX��
GZY�FQXT�YT�YMJ�LJSJWFQ�IJHQNSJ�TK�NSYJWJXY�NS�XTHNFQ�FSI�UTQNYNHFQ�XYZINJX�TK�
'JQFWZX�ITRJXYNHFQQ^�FSI�FGWTFI��9T�ZSIJWXYFSI�FSI�UWJINHY�NRUTWYFSY�UTQNYNHFQ�
FSI�XTHNFQ�IJ[JQTURJSYX�NS�'JQFWZX��NY�NX�SJHJXXFW^�YT�WJ[NYFQN_J�FSI�UWTRTYJ�
WJXJFWHM�TS�'JQFWZXNFS�UTQNYNHX�FSI�XTHNJY^�G^�NSHWJFXNSL�F[FNQFGNQNY^�TK�KZSIX�FSI�
HFUFHNY^�GZNQINSL�UWTLWFRX�KTW�WJXJFWHMJX�FSI�FSFQ^XYX�NS�'JQFWZX�FSI�FGWTFI�

Decentralized Movement:  
Promote Capacity Building and Networking

5TQNYNHFQ�RTGNQN_FYNTS�NS������FYYWFHYJI�RFS^�SJ\HTRJWX�NS�YMJ�XTHNFQ�FSI�
UTQNYNHFQ�QNKJ�TK�'JQFWZX��&QRTXY�FQQ�SJ\Q^�KTWRJI�UTQNYNHFQ�FSI�UZGQNH�NSNYNFYN[JX�
HTSXNXY�TK�UJTUQJ�\NYM�[JW^�QNYYQJ�NK�FS^�J]UJWNJSHJ�NS�UTQNYNHFQ�UFWYNHNUFYNTS��HTR�
RZSNY^�\TWP��TW�WZSSNSL�FS�3,4��8ZHM�XYWZHYZWJX�TUJWFYJ�RTXYQ^�NS�F�IJHJSYWFQ�
N_JI�RFSSJW�ў�UFWYQ^�IZJ�YT�YMJ�X^XYJRNH�UWJXXZWJ�TS�YMJ�TUUTXNYNTS�YMWTZLM�
TZY�YMJ�JSYNWJ�WJNLS�TK�&QJ]FSIJW�1ZPFXMJSPT��UFWYQ^�FX�F�WJXZQY�TK�QFWLJ�XHFQJ�
WJUWJXXNTSX�NS������FSI�������9MNX�HWJFYJX�HTTWINSFYNTS�FSI�HTQQFGTWFYNTS�
UWTGQJRX��GZY�RFPJX�YMJR�QJXX�[ZQSJWFGQJ�YT�WJUWNXFQX�

(TSXJVZJSYQ^�YMJWJ�NX�F�SJJI�KTW�HFUFHNY^�GZNQINSL�FSI�YWFNSNSL�UWTLWFRX�KTW�
SJ\�FHYN[NXYX��FX�\JQQ�FX�KTW�UFWYSJWXMNU�SJY\TWPNSL�GJY\JJS�SJ\�LWFXX�WTTYX�
HN[NQ�XTHNJY^�NSNYNFYN[JX�NS�'JQFWZX�FSI�TYMJW�*ZWTUJFS�HTZSYWNJX��&S^�HTQQFGTWF�
YNTS�\NYM�HN[NQ�XTHNJY^�FSI�UWT�IJRTHWFYNH�UTQNYNHNFSX�NS�'JQFWZX�XMTZQI�YFPJ�NSYT�
HTSXNIJWFYNTS�YMJ�MTWN_TSYFQ�SFYZWJ�TK�HTTWINSFYNTS�GJY\JJS�INKKJWJSY�FHYTWX��
FSI�STY�NSXNXY�TS�HWJFYNSL�F�XNSLQJ�IJHNXNTS�RFPNSL�HJSYJW�
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Lack of Unbiased Information: Support Non-State Media / Social Media

&LFNSXY�YMJ�GFHPLWTZSI�TK�YMJ�HZWWJSY�HTSKWTSYFYNTS�GJY\JJS�XTHNJY^�FSI�
YMJ�FZYMTWNYFWNFS�LT[JWSRJSY��NY�NX�NRUTWYFSY�YT�JSXZWJ�F�KWJJ�HNWHZQFYNTS�TK�
ZSGNFXJI�NSKTWRFYNTS��8YFYJ�WJUWJXXNTSX�MF[J�FQWJFI^�WJXZQYJI�NS�F�HQTXZWJ�TK�
YMJ�RTXY�UTUZQFW�FSI�GNLLJXY�NSIJUJSIJSY�TSQNSJ�RJINF�NS�'JQFWZX�9:9�'>��
8THNTQTLNHFQ�IFYF�XMT\�FS�NSHWJFXJ�NS�YMJ�QJ[JQ�TK�YWZXY�YT\FWIX�NSIJUJSIJSY�
RJINF�FRTSL�UJTUQJ�TK�'JQFWZX�NS�YMJ�QFXY�^JFWX��9T�PJJU�YMNX�YWJSI�FQN[J��
XZUUTWY�NX�WJVZNWJI�KTW�YMJ�WJRFNSNSL�NSIJUJSIJSY�RJINF�NS�'JQFWZX��SJ\Q^�
JRJWLJI�QTHFQ�NSKTWRFYNTS�NSNYNFYN[JX�FSI�SJY\TWPX��NSHQZINSL�XTHNFQ�RJINF��FX�
\JQQ�FX�NSYJWSFYNTSFQ�RJINF�XJW[NHJX�\NYM�F�GWTFI�UTUZQFW�TZYWJFHM�NS�'JQFWZX�

Demand for Long-Term Changes:  
Support Cooperation Between Civil Society and Businesses

5TQNYNHFQ�IJ[JQTURJSYX�NS�'JQFWZX�NS�����������FWJ�YMJ�WJXZQY�TK�QTSL�YJWR�
YWFSXKTWRFYNTS�UWTHJXXJX�NS�XTHNJY �̂�4[JW�YMJ�UFXY�YJS�^JFWX��YMJ�SZRGJW�TK�
UJTUQJ�\MT�WJQ^�TS�YMJRXJQ[JX�WFYMJW�YMFS�TS�YMJ�XYFYJ�\MJS�XTQ[NSL�XTHNFQ�
FSI�UTQNYNHFQ�UWTGQJRX�MFX�LWT\S�XNLSNܪHFSYQ �̂�)JRFSIX�KTW�IJRTHWFYNH�
WJKTWRX�TK�YMJ�J]NXYNSL�UTQNYNHFQ�RTIJQ�FQXT�NSHWJFXJI��9MJXJ�IJRFSIX�FWJ�
QTSL�YJWR�FSI�JSOT^�F�GWTFI�XTHNFQ�XZUUTWY��\NYM�UWN[FYJ�GZXNSJXXJX�FSI�HN[NQ�
XTHNJY^�ѦNS�YMJ�KTWJKWTSY�ѧ�9MJ^�FWJ�STY�QNPJQ^�YT�LT�F\F^�J[JS�NK�WJUWJXXN[J�
FHYNTSX�TK�YMJ�FZYMTWNYNJX�HTSYNSZJ�KTW�F�QTSL�YNRJ�FSI�GQTHP�ѦYTU�IT\Sѧ�
YWFSXKTWRFYNTS�UWTHJXXJX��9MJWJKTWJ�YMJWJ�NX�F�SJJI�YT�UWTRTYJ�YWFSXKJW�TK�
PST\QJILJ�FGTZY�LTTI�UWFHYNHJX�TK�HTTUJWFYNTS�GJY\JJS�HN[NQ�XTHNJY^�FSI�
GZXNSJXXJX�TS�XTHNFQ�FSI�UTQNYNHFQ�NXXZJX�\NYMTZY�UFWYNHNUFYNTS�TK�YMJ�XYFYJ��

Demand for Democracy: Promote Positive Agenda for Democratic Transformation

(ZWWJSYQ^�YMJ�IJRFSI�KTW�IJRTHWFYNH�WJKTWRX�NS�YMJ�'JQFWZXNFS�XTHNJY^�NX�MNLM��
FQYMTZLM�RFS^�'JQFWZXNFSX�IT�STY�GJQNJ[J�YMFY�YWZJ�IJRTHWFH^�KTW�'JQFWZX�
NX�FHMNJ[FGQJ�NS�F�XMTWY�YJWR�KZYZWJ��5WTGFGQ^�XZHM�[NJ\X�FWJ�HFZXJI�G^�YMJ�
ZSUWJHJIJSYJI�\F[J�TK�WJUWJXXNTSX�FSI�G^�YMJ����^JFW�QTSL�J]UJWNJSHJ�TK�
QN[NSL�NS�FZYTHWFYNH�'JQFWZX��9MJWJKTWJ�NY�NX�NRUTWYFSY�STY�TSQ^�YT�XYNRZQFYJ�
IJRTHWFYNH�FHYN[NY �̂�GZY�FQXT�YT�NSKTWR�UJTUQJ�FGTZY�XZHHJXXKZQ�J]FRUQJX�TK�
IJRTHWFYNH�YWFSXNYNTSX�NS�TYMJW�HTZSYWNJX�FSI�FGTZY�IJ[JQTURJSY�RJHMFSNXRX�
TK�XJQK�LT[JWSRJSY�FSI�IJRTHWFYNH�UTQNYNHFQ�HZQYZWJ��
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